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Rain pours, but duty is clear
Black Sheep honor those who gave all

By 1st Lt. Ed O’'Brien, CAP
BSSS Historian

About twenty Cadets and Senior Members of the Coloveithg
of the Civil Air Patrol stood along Omaha Drive at Ft. AndNa-
tional Cemetery on 25 May, Memorial day. Under a dridzée
marched towards steady and for a moment raged torresuial,
weather scraped this commemoration to the barest ofstifTiaé
National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance, a prayer, and at6 AT

flyby.
Then the rains came.

In a moment we could hear nothing but the words “cancgeélled
“sorry,” “thank you,” and “drive carefully.” The assemthlievo
thousand soggy souls hustled for their cars, cancelingcpdlit
speeches and other fare. It now seemed a day maderfongvin
the mud.

Beneath a few umbrellas, the Civil Air Patrol contingeaighed

the options. 1st Lt. Beth Biscardi asked that the cadetssed in

June, 2009

The rain was heavy, but it could not keep determined Blac
Sheep from their planned gravesite saludémto by Kim
Long

“attention,” "SA - LUTE,” “at ease,” ....then off theyioved.

Along rivulets of washout they tiptoed, through soft footimey

maneuvered, and around quick exiting cars they paused .Alti
and MacLeod, on their duty, tramped this respectful mile.

shirt sleeve blues, be dismissed, and upon her good adsaea$i Families and friends of servicemen and women unknown-to .

done.

The Senior Officers discussed and concluded that for ofost
this event was a washout. However, Lt. Col. Sid Altunth &a;.

tum and MacLeod sat among puddles next to graves. They
looked a little forlorn, a bit cheated by this weather;ikthe

moment felt right, they approached and simply asked, “May
offer our salute to your loved one, sir.” “May we saluis trero

Don MacLeod volunteered to finish the graveside salutes, alon maz'am?"

and in appalling conditions. Which in its way, is the mpgira-
priate of salutes from the Civil Air Patrol.

We had made promises to do salutes... and promises we keep

Cars blocked every Avenue and Street. This was to be mitme
walking round trip through the cemetery to each grave. dine r

never stopped, but Sid Altum and Don MacLeod did, firstréa

To attention came the Lt. Colonel. To salute came theMap
offer thanks to this family. To honor the dead.

In this manner, these officers continued for 90 minutes.

It should be noted that when Lt. Col. Altum and Mapdieod
departed these wet and glistening grounds, there was nbean

29, marker 976 and Col. Norman Kholos, then Maj. Earl Beage yniform in sight.

site 53, grave 193, and finally Maj. Gen. John Curry andvtfies
Eleanor, at Q-4172.

The Civil Air Patrol was the last organization in theldithis
day. Even though the rain poured, the duty of the Patrol re-

Altum and MaclLeod saluted each stone and each man: calling mained clear and the mission was accomplished.

aloud their names, recounting their service; calling tledras to

The Black Sheep Senior Squadron (RMR-CO-162) is a uniedCivil Air Patrol,
the official civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force.
Civil Air Patrol is a non-profit 501(c)(3) volunteer orgzation with over 56,000 members nationwide providing Emerg8acyices,
Aerospace Education, and Cadet Programs.
All material in this newsletter is copyright 2009 by thad Sheep Senior Squadron
and may not be reproduced without permission.
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Squadron Information CAP Captain describes USAFR duty In

Black Sheep Senior Sqdn.

co-162 Kyrgyzstan

Commander: Edited by Capt. Scott Orr, CAP “It is more pressure to do things right but
Major Gary Hubbard BSSS PAO also more reward when you know, at the
end of the day, the success of the unit is
Deputy Commander: In September 2008, Captain Erin  your responsibility,” said Reilly. “I'm glad
Maj. Robert York Reilly, a member of Colorado Wing's | had experienced that level of responsibil-
_ _ _ Dakota Ridge Composite Squadron, ity before needing it in a real contingency
Public Affairs Officer: received a phone call that would alte environment.”

Capt. Scott Orr her life for the next six months.

Kyrgyzstan is located

gi;ett_ng::]Cﬂi'tche|| As an offi_cer in in cer)tral Asia next
the US Air Force to China. It was for-
Emergency Services Officer: Reserve, she merly part of the
Capt. Brandon Nadrash knew she could USSR and gained its
be called up at independence in
Finance Officer: anytime. In 1993. The United
Capt. Ronald Pearce 2007, she had States military set up
L served as the Lo- Manas Air Base there
Ts'ftftr_'%ndwar 4 O'Brien gistics Opera- in 2001 with the pur-
tions Officer at pose of building a
Kirkuk Air Base, staging point for the
Irag. combat operations in
Afghanistan.
This time the Air
! ! Force was send- Eight years later, Ma-
O ! ' ing L]er to be the nas AB is still a
: #$/(()& ' 37.6 Aerial Port Captain Reilly speaks to the Black Sheep boo.mlng hub used to
Flight Com- about life deployed in KyrgyzstaRhoto by ~ €4uip and move
mander in the  capt. Scott Orr, CAP nearly every Ameri-
Republic of Kyr- can and coalition
B_UCkleY AAFES/MCSS to gyzstan. It was a daunting assignme military member into and out of Afghani-
discontinue CAP items for the 29-year-old officer: her first stan. Needless to say, Capt Reilly’s airport
opportunity to command an Air Force was the busiest place on the base. While
The Military Clothing Sales Store at unit on her own. she was there she experienced disabling
Buckley AFB, which has been carrying a snow, injured troops and a lack of re-

selection of CAP-specific grade insignia At the BSSS regular meeting held 7 sources but her flight never stopped exe-
and ribbons, has reportedly decided to  May, Reilly described her experience cuting the mission.
stop doing so once its existing supply is and showed the assembled member
sold out. photos she took while deployed. “Helping others helped take my mind off
of missing home,” explained Reilly. She

The decision, according to one clerk, wasortunately, Reilly already had some realized her troops were homesick, too, and
made because there is not enough de- command experience under her belt got them involved with the Manas Air Base
mand for CAP items. At her first Air Force assignment,  Outreach Society. They went to Kyrgyz

then-2nd Lt Reilly commanded the orphanages off the base to play with and
Of course, stock USAF items, such as  Okinawa Cadet Squadron in Japan. assist the mostly developmentally disabled
pin-on grade insignia, will still be avail- orphans.
able.
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Black Sheep hold Prayer Breakfast

Guest speaker says God is now his PIC

By 2nd Lt. Ken Ackerman, CAP
BSSS MLO

On Saturday, 9 May, BSSS members enjoyed breakfdstyfel
ship and a challenging message presented by USAF Brigadier
General (ret.) and CAP Chaplain Lt. Col. Stuart BoythefUtah
wing.

The event, held at the Country Buffet in Littleton, coited with
the National Day of Prayer, which was 7 May.

Colorado Wing Chaplain Maj. Jeff Johnson brought the invoca-
tion and prayers were offered for our country.

Boyd had an extensive 30-year Air Force career, with numero
commands, combat fighter pilot experience, is an AF Academy
graduate, and much more.

He spoke about the classic book, “God is my Co-Pilot,” and Lt Col. Stuart Boyd speaks on his decision to make Gae mo
pointed out that, in his life, he has completely turned theer  than just his co-pilot in lifePhoto by Capt. Scott Orr, CAP

controls to God.

About 15 members of the Black Sheep squadron and guests

NevertheleSS, he Said, he still holds da”y pre-fllght aflllel’- were present at this inaugural Prayer Breakfast.
action briefings with the Lord, in the form of prayer.

CAP NHQ asks TSA for waiver of “unreasonable” rule

NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS — Civil Air Patrol is urging the The organization’s budget cannot cover that expense, Courte
Department of Homeland Security’s Transportation Secuiaky A said. Expecting the members to pay for access cardy to a
ministration to grant CAP members a waiver from newireq =~ commercial airport(s) they may use is “unreasonable,” she
ments that officials believe would seriously hinder thenimers' added, given the hundreds of hours they volunteer each yeal
ability to perform the vital missions they carry out gail service to their communities and the nation.

The new requirement, issued Dec. 10 and now schedulekkto t In addition, she noted, all CAP adult members go through an
effect June 1, would require Security Threat Assessnmi@nél ~ FBI Criminal Justice Information Services background check
general aviation owners and operators using commercial air in order to become a member. They are able to gaip &nt
ports. Aircrew members would also be required to olgpecial military bases by showing appropriate CAP and photo identif
photo IDs. Some legal sources say that, because of ththevay cation card(s) — a process that could also be useddbtire
regulation is written, a pilot could be required to haveear- upcoming TSA security requirement, she said.
ance for each airport at which he lands.
CAP officials are continuing to work with federal offits in
Members performing missions routinely use commercial air- response to the requirements of the TSA security directive
ports, CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Amy S. Courter Members should take no action at this time in regattie
said, because those facilities offer advantages thaltesmir- waiver initiative; however, any member wanting to persgnall
ports and military bases do not. apply and pay for a TSA special photo ID may do so, @seth
applications are now available
Individual members’ costs for the security screeningsiand
cards outlined in the TSA directive would vary by airgmrt are
expected to range from $15 to $100 or more, for each airport
where access is needed.



