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EVERGREEN COMPOSITE SQUADRON
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AUXILIARY

Parents Guide to Cadet Uniform 
Why do cadets have to wear uniforms? CAP uses uniforms to promote teamwork and develop self-discipline. The uniform motivates cadets to set high standards for themselves and to live their core values of integrity, volunteer service, excellence, and respect. Additionally, cadets practice military customs and courtesies as part of their leadership training.

What uniforms do cadets wear? The basic cadet uniform is the short-sleeve Air Force style blue uniform. Most cadets also choose to wear the optional BDU (camouflage) uniform. CAP does not require cadets to purchase the BDU uniform. However, not having a BDU uniform will limit a cadet's ability to participate in some activities, including encampments, Emergency Services training and activities, and some squadron activities. Additionally, the cadet will be required to wear the blue uniform to all meetings and activities in which he is able to participate. Purchase of a BDU uniform is strongly encouraged unless this will result in a financial hardship. 

How do cadets obtain uniforms? New cadets are eligible to receive the Air Force style blue uniform at no cost to them through the Cadet Uniform Program, upon joining (depending on availability of Air Force funding). See your squadron commander for details. BDUs and other uniform items may be available through the squadron's supply, although this supply is extremely limited and there is no guarantee that there will be availability. BDU uniforms may be purchased through the clothing sales store on military installations and are sometimes available through other commercial sources.  Before buying BDU uniforms, see the document titled Purchasing BDU Uniforms in the documents box on the Parents' Area and Cadets' Area pages on the squadron website.

How do cadets obtain uniform insignia? Currently (2010), the squadron is issuing insignia to cadets. This practice is subject to change at any time depending on the squadron's financial condition. If this practice changes, the squadron will continue to supply the insignia, but cadets will be required to pay for some or all insignia issued.

Where do the patches, insignia, etc. go on the uniform? A document titled Placement of Patches and Insignia on BDUs contains specific instructions. This document is found in the documents box on the Parents' Area and Cadets' Area pages on the squadron website.
Also, see the uniform mini-posters included in your son or daughter's new member kit. These mini-posters may be also be accessed by clicking on the Uniform mini-posters link in the Helpful Links for Parents box on the Parents' Area page or the CAP Uniform Links box on the Useful Links page of the squadron website.
For more information about uniforms, check out the uniform links on the Useful Links page and the link to CAPR 39-1 CAP Uniform Manual.

