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Purchasing BDU Uniforms 
BDUs or Battle Dress Uniforms are considered a utility uniform and are one of the two types of uniforms commonly worn by CAP members. The other type is the blue uniform which is considered to be the "dressier" of the cadet uniforms.  BDUs are worn to at least fifty percent of our regular meetings, at many activities where blues uniforms are impractical or inappropriate, during cadet orientation flights, and during Emergency Services training, exercises and missions. Although CAP does not require cadets to purchase BDUs, their purchase is strongly encouraged if it does not create a financial hardship. A cadet without BDUs is not able to participate in certain activities, ES Ground Team exercises or missions, and cadet encampment.  For a cadet to participate fully, BDUs are necessary. 
BDUs come in a variety of colors and patterns. The only authorized type for CAP is the Woodland Camouflage pattern. This pattern comes in two fabric varieties. One is a "Temperate" version for colder weather and is a nylon/cotton twill fabric. The other is a hot weather version that is made of a nylon/cotton rip-stop fabric. The hot weather rip-stop version is recommended for year-round CAP use. This type is easily distinguishable because of the "grid" pattern visible in the rip-stop fabric. The shirt and trousers must be of the same fabric. The two versions cannot be intermixed.
Purchasing the proper size BDUs can be an adventure. Shirts and trousers are available in 24, yes 24 different sizes each.  Shirt sizes are based on chest measurement and overall height and each size covers about a 5" range. An example would be a Medium/Regular. This is for a medium chest size of 37-41" and the regular height covers a range of 67"-71". A Medium/Long would have the same chest measurement range but an overall height range of 71"-75". Trouser sizes are based on waist measurement and inseam length. The waist measurement is taken at the natural waist. BDU trousers are not worn "hip-hugger" style. The inseam does not have to be as long as civilian pants. As long as the pants are worn at the natural waist and the bottom of the pants extend to slightly below the ankle bones, the length is OK. The pants are bloused over the top of the boots, so this length is adequate. Avoid buying the next larger size unless the cadet is at the top limit of the size range for a particular size. BDUs that are too large look like clown suits and will not look good during an inspection. Remember that these things are available in a huge variety of sizes, so there should be something for everyone. Purchase ONLY button fly trousers. Zipper fly trousers are not authorized.
Combat boots come in a wide array of quality, style and prices. Be certain to buy the best that you can afford, keeping in mind that fit is the most important thing. Cadets usually outgrow a pair of boots within a year or two so try to find a good compromise between quality and price. Some suggest finding a pair that fits perfectly while wearing proper boot socks and then getting a half size larger to allow a bit or room for growth. Wearing thicker socks will take up some of the excess room but there is ALWAYS an increased risk of blisters when buying boots that are too large. Blisters at encampment or in the field are not something you want to have to deal with. Proper sizing and proper break-in are the only answer to this problem.
According to CAP regulations, combat boots must be "black, with or without safety toe, plain rounded toe or rounded capped toe with or without perforated seam. Zipper or elastic inserts optional, smooth or scotch-grained leather or man-made material, and may have a high gloss or patent finish."
All leather boots or "jungle" style boots are acceptable and each has its pros and cons. Ask the clerk at the store and they can give advice in this area.
The BDU uniform consists of the following items:

BDU Shirt - Woodland Pattern, (Rip-stop fabric recommended)
BDU Trousers - Woodland Pattern, (Rip-stop fabric recommended)
BDU Cap - Woodland Pattern, summer weight rip-stop fabric with vent holes. Only Air  
Force or Army BDU caps are acceptable - no Marine Corps caps. 

BDU Belt - Dark blue with black tip and black open face BDU buckle. (Same as belt worn with 
blue uniform except for black tip and black open face buckle)
BDU T-Shirt - Black or brown T-Shirt (plain, no designs or decoration)
Boots - Black Combat Style boots

Boot Socks - Black or White Wool or wool blend recommended (not sweat socks or cotton 
athletic socks)

Appropriate name tapes and insignia

BDUs are available at the clothing sales store on military installations; however, the Woodland Green pattern is being phased out and is not always readily available in a lot of sizes.  BDUs can also be ordered from Vanguard, one of the authorized uniform suppliers for CAP. There is a link to the Vanguard Website on the "Useful Links" page of the squadron website. The Hock Shop is another possible source and there is a link to their website on the squadron website as well. Although I cannot vouch for the quality of their products, they have what appear to be some good prices on full uniform packages as well as individual items. The concern is that you cannot try on items. 

Another option is to purchase from surplus stores. This requires some care to be sure that you are getting good quality clothing. Buy only new items. Surplus store BDU trousers will cost $25-$30 and shirts will be $30-35. At surplus stores, be certain to ask for and purchase only the best quality BDUs and preferably in the rip-stop fabric. The less expensive versions will not hold up as well and will fade quickly. Ask for the better quality to be sure you are getting the best grade of BDU. If you are paying significantly less that the prices above, you are not getting the best quality. Surplus stores can also be a good source for purchasing boots with a wide variety of quality and prices. 
When purchasing BDU belts at a surplus store, the dark blue belt may only be available with silver tips. Usually, the store sells black tips that you can use to replace the silver ones.

Although CAP cannot vouch for the quality of their products, there are two surplus stores in the Denver area with a large selection of BDU items. One is located at 75th and Pecos and the other on South Broadway, just north of Hampden. The one at 75th and Pecos seems a bit more organized and has a better selection. Buy at your own risk. 

The BDU is an Air Force style uniform and all insignia must be worn in accordance with regulations. Name tapes, patches, and insignia on must be sewn  in the proper location and with proper measurements. All insignia must be properly placed or it will have to be removed and re-sewn. 

