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Pueblo Eagles Composite Squadron (RMR-CO-179)

Colorado Wing, Civil Air Patrol

P.O. Box 4601, Pueblo, CO  81003

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PUEBLO EAGLES COMPOSITE SQUADRON CADETS COMPETE IN RECORD-SETTING CYBER DEFENSE COMPETITION
November 15, 2009
PUEBLO, COLORADO – A team of three cadets from the Pueblo Eagles Composite Squadron of the Civil Air Patrol helped make history during November by competing in CyberPatriot II, a national high school cyber defense competition sponsored by the Air Force Association.  The team members are Cadet Senior Airman Cassia Brown, Cadet Airman First Class Katii King, and Cadet Airman Charles Zumpano.
CyberPatriot II includes nearly 200 high school teams affiliated with Civil Air Patrol squadrons and high school Air Force Reserve Officer Training Corps programs from 42 states as well as Japan, engaged in a simultaneous competition to find and correct vulnerabilities in a virtual computer network.  The teams raced against the clock and each other on the first two Saturdays in November to become one of thirty-six teams to advance to the Medalist Flight, to be held on November 21, 2009.  CyberPatriot II is likely the largest live high school cyber defense competition ever staged.

“Congratulations to all the competitors and continued good luck to all the teams,” said   S. Sanford Schlitt, AFA’s Vice-Chairman of the Board for Aerospace Education.  “CyberPatriot II is proving to be a fantastic hands-on learning experience.  It’s a great way to encourage new interest in this crucial career path.”

While the Pueblo Eagles Composite Squadron team did not qualify for the Medalist Flight, team members were excited to be part of the competition and to learn more about computer security issues and a relatively new career field, cyberdefense.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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Visit our squadron on the World Wide Web!  http://www.puebloeagles.us
[Media members: We have a webpage just for you at http://media.puebloeagles.us !]

