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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

COLORADO WING MEMBERS LEARN ABOUT HELICOPTER OPERATIONS WHILE SUPPORTING LARGE-SCALE EMERGENCY EXERCISE
May 15, 2009

COLORADO -- Thirty Civil Air Patrol members from throughout Colorado Wing visited the Colorado Army National Guard Aviation Support Facility at Buckley Air Force Base on Friday, May 15, 2009, to observe helicopter air ambulance operations -- from a patient’s point of view.  

Twenty three cadets and seven senior members were among 100 volunteers playing the roles of dead and wounded persons in a large-scale simulated terrorism response drill, Operation Vigilant Front Range, which also involved over 500 military and civilian emergency services personnel.  Colorado Wing disaster preparedness officer Major Bruce Hertelendy organized the Civil Air Patrol participation and served as agency liaison to Operation Vigilant Front Range.  

Members volunteered to be transported on Army National Guard helicopters during   Operation Vigilant Support, which was a part of the larger exercise.  After assembling at Anschutz Medical Campus in Aurora, CAP members were transported to a staging area at Buckley Air Force Base, where each member was assigned a specific medical condition or trauma.  Makeup artists then created moulage, or simulated injury, for those medical conditions.  CAP members were next transported to the Army Aviation Support Facility, which is the newly-built, $37 million dollar home of the Colorado Army National Guard’s 2nd Battalion, 135th Aviation Regiment.

CAP members were given a safety briefing by Colorado National Guard Chief Warrant Officer David Carter, who is the training officer for the unit’s CH-47 Chinook helicopters.  After viewing a short safety video, members assembled in the unit’s state-of-the-art operations center to await escort to their aircraft.  Members met with the crew chiefs and pilots for their assigned aircraft, then assembled on the tarmac for final instructions.

CAP “victims” boarded their aircraft, which included two UH-60 Blackhawk medical evacuation helicopters and a CH-47 Chinook helicopter.  After being photographed for the assembled media, the three helicopters made the ten-minute flight to the Anschutz Medical Campus in Aurora.  The Chinook and one Blackhawk landed on the parade grounds to the west of University of Colorado Hospital, while four lucky members were treated to a rooftop landing on the helipad at Children’s Hospital.

Exercise “victims” were loaded onto backboards upon landing, and then met by triage nurses and taken into the hospital for “treatment”.  Several cadets were interviewed by detectives from the Aurora Police Department as part of the Vigilant Front Range exercise.  Finally, all members were discharged from the hospitals and gathered again at the assembly area, where they were served hot sandwiches and snacks by volunteers at the Salvation Army’s mobile emergency services unit before returning home.

Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with 57,000 members nationwide. CAP performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 90 lives in fiscal year 2008. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counterdrug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to more than 22,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for more than 67 years. For more information, visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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Visit our squadron on the World Wide Web!  Click here!
